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Sensible Silly 
Significant Gifts 

If Jesus had been born 
in 2020 then maybe 

milk, pasta and loo rolls 
would be sensible gifts.  
Maybe you think gold, 

frankincense and myrrh 
were silly gifts for a 

babe who was born in a 
barn, didn’t need riches 

and died a criminals 
death on a cross.  But actually, they were very significant.  Dating back a long, 
long time gold signified kingship on earth, Frankincense is a symbol of holiness 

and righteousness, and myrrh was used to treat wounds and would have  
symbolised Jesus eventual death on a cross for you and me.   

So, were the gifts of the wise men sensible, silly or significant? 

Christmas is traditionally a time for giving and receiving gifts.   
I hope we are all able to give and receive gifts this year.  But if not, don’t  

despair because the best gift to have is Jesus,  
and the best gift we can give is to trust him. 

May we all have a happy, peaceful 
and meaningful Christmas 
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The Pocklington Group of Parishes 

Combined Benefices of Londesborough Wold and Pocklington Wold 

      Church Office  T: 01759 306045 E: office@allsaints.plus.com 

WWW.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

Priest in Charge                      Revd Dr Jake Belder  

 

   Ministry Team 
AJB Tony Burdon BS Brian Snelson MB Mike Bailey 
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BB Bronnie Broadhurst FB Freda Bailey RN Rodney Nicholson 

PD Pam Dean JB Jake Belder SJ Shelagh Jones 

BM Barbara Myerscough LJS Les Slow VH Val Hewetson 

      

Pastoral Coordinator                                Bronnie Broadhurst        01759 307479. 

Group Safeguarding Representative       Les Slow                        01759 303888 

 

Church Wardens 
St Giles, Burnby 

Mr Christopher Soukup 

Mr John Hewitt 

 

01759 306154 

01759 302622 

 

St Ethelburga, Great Givendale 

Mrs Michelle Stephens 

 

01262 678153 

St Martin, Hayton 

Mrs Elizabeth Thackray 

 

01759 304317 

St Mary, Huggate 

Mrs Ruth Braithwaite 

Mrs S Dale 

 

 

01377 288422 

01377 288485 

All Saints, Londesborough 

Mrs Joan Fletcher 

 

01430 873554 

St Margaret, Millington 

Mr J Burley 

 

St James, Nunburnholme 

Dr Andrew Henworth              

 

01759 740915 

 

All Saints, Pocklington 

Mrs Hilary Slow 

Mr Nigel Laws 

 

01759 303888 

01759 304307 

All Saints, Shiptonthorpe 

Mrs Freda Bailey 

 

 

 

01430 873318 

  

Home Visits  
The Pastoral Team are always pleased to visit at home and if desired to bring Home  
Communion.  If you would welcome a visit or if someone you know would, then please do let us 
know, as we regard it as an important part of our ministry.  Initially please contact the Pastoral 
Team Coordinator who will then make the arrangements.   

Matt 1;23  Look!  The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they will call him  
Immanuel”

]
 (which means “God with us”).  
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Awesome 
 

There is a lot of pressure on church 
leaders at the moment to say – to 
quote The LEGO Movie –that 

‘Everything is awesome!’   
Our bishops 
and others 
in the  
hierarchy 

are constantly emphasizing all the great 
things churches have done to adapt to the 
current situation. There are a number of  
people who work at the intersection of  
theology and digital culture who are pointing 
to this new online worship world as the future 
of the church. And ‘virtual church’ is  
supposed to be the secret that unlocks the 
mystery of how to get young people into 
church. 
 
But you won’t hear me saying that ‘everything is awesome’.  
While I do think that some of the technology we have at the moment is 
a gift, and I’m glad that we’ve been able to keep connected in creative 
ways, that is only one side of the story.  On the last Sunday before the  
current lockdown, I met someone in tears, so fed up and frustrated that 
we couldn’t sing together or speak with our friends.  Yesterday, walking 
through town, I met someone else who told me how lonely they were.                
I myself so often feel frustrated at how difficult it has been to meet  
people and do all the ordinary stuff a new vicar would do when they  
arrive.  And as I write this, I have just read some headlines suggesting 
that the current lockdown will be extended.  
 

No, everything is not awesome. 
 
That is a depressing note to begin on, I know.  But that sense of  

longing for something better perhaps helps 
us identify with the season we’re moving 
into: Advent.  The season of Advent calls us 
to look back to the time before the birth of 
Jesus, when God’s people longed for a 
Saviour, someone who would set them free 
from all the difficulties and sufferings they 
faced in the world.  At the same time, it 
calls us to look forward with the same long-
ing and hope – to look forward to Jesus’  
return, when he will make all things new. 
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We in the West are not very good at observing 
Advent.  We, by and large, live comfortable, 
settled lives, in many cases wanting for nothing.  
We don’t need to look forward in longing and 
hope, because we’ve got everything we need.  
 
Perhaps that will be different this year. If there 
has been a year in our collective memory that 
has taught us over and over again that every-
thing is not awesome, it is this one. We know 
more than ever that the world is broken and in 
need of rescue. We know more than ever that 

we can’t save it ourselves.   
We need a Saviour. 
 
We won’t have a ‘normal’ Christmas this year.  But maybe that will help us to  
celebrate the good news of Christmas all the more – to know that God, in his love 
for us and for his world, has come to earth himself to deal with all that is wrong, and 
to set us free from it.  He has not let the powers of sin and death have the final 
word.  And maybe all of this will help to renew our hope as we look forward, to long 
for that day when Jesus comes again to make all things new.     Jake 
 

Everything is not awesome.  
But because of Jesus, 

one day everything will be awesome. 
****************** 

Our God is an awesome God, he reigns from heaven above 
with wisdom, power and love 

He came from heaven above to be born as a baby and grow up to give His life on 
the cross—for us.  Why?  Because   

Our God is an awesome God 
and He loves us! 

 
For this is how God 
loves the world: He 

gave his one and only 
Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him will 
not perish but have 

eternal life. 
John 3:16  NLT 

 
Do you believe? 

Are you on the Way? 
Freda 
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News from Londesborough 
by Rodney Nicholson 

 

Mrs Barbara Ashwin  

We were sorry to hear of the death of Mrs 
Barbara Ashwin (94), of Londesborough 
Park, on September 20

th
 after a short  

illness.  A caring and wise woman, Mrs 
Ashwin gave tirelessly of herself for the 
well-being of the village and the church 
over a great many years, practising many 
acts of kindness -  usually behind the scenes.  A good listener, she was 
blessed with a sense of humour and also a breadth of mind.  She will be 
greatly missed but we give thanks for her life. 

Her funeral and thanksgiving service was held in All Saints church on Friday 
9

th
 October, sensitively conducted by the Revd Shelagh Jones, at which Mr 

Christopher Oughtred gave a masterly address.  Only a small number could 
attend but the sound was relayed outside. Mrs Ashwin’s  
ashes will be interred in the churchyard on a future occasion. 

 

A renewed PCC  Following the annual meeting just before Lockdown 2 on 2
nd

 
November, two new members of the PCC were appointed:  Julie Dunning and Ju-
lie Dickinson-Shaw. They have already made a significant contribution by 
suggesting a number of ideas for fundraising, some of which were mentioned by 
themselves or others at the annual meeting. The meeting also heard that some 
generous donations had been received for church funds. 

Carol service  The Revd Dr Jake Belder will lead our carol 
service on Sunday 20

th
 December at 3pm.  We accept that 

we cannot have the usual singing but we shall hear  
Christmas music played by Tamsin on the organ.  The idea of 
involvement by some of the local children is being explored. 

 

Envelope for The Children’s Society 

As is traditional, we give the carol service collection to The 
Children’s Society. A gift  
envelope comes with this 
copy of The Link, but  

alternatively money may simply be placed on the 
plate in church.  The Children’s Society does vital 
work with children and young people but, in  
common with other charities, their income has  
severely fallen this year.  Christingle and carol 
services are a major source of their income, which 
cannot be held in the usual way this year.  
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Snowdrop Sundays 

We hope to hold the two Snowdrop Sundays on 14
th
 and 

21
st
 February, although we wait to see if they can take 

the usual form. We may serve takeaway drinks but more 
details will appear in the next issue of The  
 

 
This window was spotted 

 in  
Londesborough 

Well done Harper and Ada.  Mrs Ashwin would have 
been very proud of you.  The Royal British Legion was 
just one of the many charities that she supported.  Over 
the years Mrs A must have covered many miles as she 
sold poppies around the village, whatever the weather. 
A wonderful example for us all to aspire to. 
 
 

News from Burnby 
 
We were pleased to welcome our new priest-in-
charge, Revd Dr Jake Belder, to lead our Harvest 
Service in October. It was lovely to meet Jake and 
we hope he and his family are settling in well. Our 
All Age Family Service in November was led by 
Bronnie. It was nice to be able to worship together 
again, even at a distance! 
 
Unfortunately, St Giles is once again only open for 
private prayer and funerals. To arrange for the church to be opened for private 
prayer, please contact Julia or Chris Soukup on 01759 306154 / 07774 898796. 
We will let you know when we are open fully again through the Burnby News e-
newsletter and Burnby Chat WhatsApp group.  
 
We continue to appreciate Bronnie's short acts of worship on Burnby Chat on a 
Sunday morning and are grateful to everyone in the village for their real sense of 
community spirit and random acts of kindness during these uncertain times. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to send you our love and best wishes for 
what will be a very different Christmas and New Year for us this year. 
 
We hope you all stay safe and well and look forward to welcoming you back to St 
Giles when we feel it is safe to do so.  
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Hayton Church has made he 
decision that, due to Covid 19 there 

will be  
no services during December. 

Church services will resume when it is 
deemed safe to do so.  Meanwhile it is 

hoped that you will have a peaceful 
Christmas, remember  

The Reason for the Season 
And a Happy New Year 

 

Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth 
with whom God is pleased.  Luke 2:14 

 

 

 

Such a shame—not one entry—I had to eat them all!  X Freda 

 

Don’t worry children, 
we’ve all heard of  

Fake News! 
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News from Warter C.E.Primary School 
 

The autumn term is continuing very well with the  
excitement for Christmas beginning to build.  This year 
Christmas in school will look a little different to past 
years, however we are determined to continue our Warter 
traditions with the excitement of Advent and our  
traditional Nativity play performed by our younger chil-
dren. 
During Advent we are going to celebrate Posada. You may ask, 

“What is Posada?”  
Las Posadas is Spanish for “the Inns”  
Las Posadas is a traditional festival, which 
lasts for nine days from 16th to 24th  
December and symbolises the hardship of 
Mary and Joseph’s journey from  
Nazareth to Bethlehem and their  
difficulty in finding a place to stay where 
Mary could have her baby. 
Posada is a period of time during Advent 
when figures from the nativity story 
travel around different households in the 
community and stay there for one night.  

In school we will encourage each class to have their own Mary and Joseph 
characters which will travel around the room and retell the nativity story with 
the children discussing how Mary and Joseph must have been feeling as they 
travelled to Bethlehem to become the parents of Jesus.  At home you may like 
to create a picture of Mary and Joseph and put this up in your window.  Maybe 
you could spot a different picture of Mary and Joseph in windows around your 
villages during Advent. 
This is the traditional Posada prayer we will use in school during the festival. 

Posada Prayer  
As we welcome these travellers in to our home/class.. 

We remember all those who are travelling tonight 
We remember all those who are looking for rest and shelter tonight 

We remember all those who care for and comfort those in need 
May God bless us and all those we love as we journey with 

Mary and Joseph towards celebrating the birth of Jesus at Christmas. 
Amen 

 
Finally, everyone at Warter would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas 
and a peaceful New Year., in 
T 
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News from Nunburnholme 

 Churchyard Tidy 

One sunny Sunday 
morning in mid  
October a small group 
of socially distanced 
volunteers did a  
fantastic job removing 
weeds from the gravel 
around the church 

building and some of the graves; many thanks to all who assisted with this task. 

Village Wedding  

Yvonne and Richard were very happy to be able to hold 
their autumn wedding at St James’ Church before the 
November lockdown; even though they had to reduce 
the guest  numbers, the event was still very special and  
memorable. 

Congratulations to the bride and groom! 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

On the first Sunday in  
October we held our  
socially  distanced Harvest 
Festival.  The 23 people in 
the  congregation were 
treated to Sophie singing 
two hymns.   
Canon Rodney's service 
was informative, giving us 
'food for thought.' 

Due to the current  
situation the usual Harvest 
lunch was cancelled. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh 
Award 

Emma has successfully 
completed her Bronze 
Award, well done Emma 
and thank you!   She is now working towards her Sil-
ver Award and is going to continue with her 
community work in our village - we are so lucky! 
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TREASURE HUNT RESULTS 

The Nunburnholme Jubilee Committee would like to send out a THANK YOU to 
those who took part in our half term fund-raising activities; we can now announce 
the winners. 

Despite the pretty grim weather, many of you managed to get out and about in the 
village to complete the Treasure Hunt which had some of you stumped on a couple 
of points, but overall the compiler was very impressed with your observation and 
treasure-finding ability. 

The answers will be posted in the village bus shelter in case you are still scratching 
your head about any clues.   

In total, nine teams took part, raising £45 plus we received generous donations 
from some who were unable to join in, bringing the total sum to £65.  

No one quite managed to score the maximum of 40 points in the Treasure Hunt 
(which made the compiler smile secretly to herself) and so we have chosen two 
winners:  

With a score of 39.5, John and Linda Eastwood, (team Me & Her Indoors) win a 
box of chocolates, and the winners of the lucky draw biscuit assortment were Mar-
tha, Emily and Alison Hardcastle, Team Honeysuckle. Congratulations all! 

 

SPONSORED SPELL RESULTS 

We were also impressed with the veritable perambulating lexicons among us who 
managed to sift out a mellifluous multitude of words from the NUNBURNHOLME 
VILLAGE Sponsored Spell challenge.   

Entries came in from as far afield as Dover, Ireland and Essex, and the total raised 
was £316.36!  

In First Place with 855 words (Clever Cloggs) was Danny Whelan, and Second 
Place with 437 words (Smarty Pants) was Alison & Chris Arthur, but they all gra-
ciously gift their prize to Hattie Handley (aged 8) who came in Third Place with 200 
words (Bright Spark) so a giant bar of Toblerone is on it’s way to her.  

Thanks to your support, those two events raised a grand total of £381.36. 

 

100 Club Draw for October 

1st    No 71  Jean Stringer   £18.90 

2nd    No 43   Sarah Green.   £8.10 

Quarterly  No 19  Sarah Blackburn  £31.10 

 

100 Club Draw for November 

1st   No 21  Linda Fox   £19.60 

2nd    No 4   Peter Wilkinson  £8.40 
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Snapshots from Shiptonthorpe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are a selection of  

windows showing our 

thanks and support, not only 

to veterans, but also to 

those who are serving in the  

forces today.  Thank you for 

keeping us safe. 

Although we could not hold our 

Remembrance service in church 

we were able to visibly show our 

support as can be seen in the 

photo on the right.. 

Our church can be open for 

private prayer. 

Please check the notice board, 

FB page or ring Mike and Freda.  

Phone number on opposite page 

God’s house, on the busiest 

road in East Yorkshire, bids 

welcome to  

worshippers, seekers of 

peace and quiet visitors and 

travellers 

We were not 

able to have a 

Sunday Service 

of  

Remembrance 

due to National 

lockdown but 

 We  

remembered 

them 

Many stood  

outside at  

11am on the 

11th 

Due to amazing 

generosity 

£250 was 

raised from the 

sale of poppies 

for the RBL 
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Christmas and in with a chance! 

What lies beyond lockdown?  We have our schedule of 

pre-Christmas and Christmas services ready, with a few alternatives 

if the doors have to remain shut.  But remember, even if the social 

side of Christmas can’t be quite as we’d like, Christmas can never 

be cancelled: Christmas is a fact, the fact that God stepped into our 

world 2000 years ago with a message of love, joy, strength and HOPE.  So let’s cling to that 

hope as we prepare for our various celebrations. 

More hope: Ecclesiastical Insurance (our church insurers) are having their apparently annu-
al lucky draw, with 120 £1000 prizes for each of the winning charities (including churches).  
The more nominations a charity has, the higher its chances of winning, but that doesn’t over
-advantage the big charities – all it needs is one of our nominations to be drawn from the 
hat.  The regular congregation are sending in nominations but we’d be so grateful if other 
villagers would like to improve our chances.  It’s a simple task of filling in a straightforward 
form at https://www.movementforgood.com/12days/#nominateACharity.  Tick “Registration 
exempt”; give our name as “All Saints Church, Shiptonthorpe”; the type of charity is 
“Church”; fill in your own details; for practically all of you, the answer to the final question is 
“Supporter”.  The draw takes place on 12 dates in December, so the sooner your nomina-
tion is in, the better our chances.  Let’s wish ourselves the best of good fortune – and a very 
Happy Christmas!   Shelagh Jones 

A Bumper Harvest Festival  We may have had a reduced number in the 

congregation, but it seems generosity  increased.  
On the left is a picture of the offerings from  
congregants and villagers.  Below is the picture 
that the Peoples Pantry sent to say, ‘Thank You.   
A collection at the service meant we were also 
able to send £100 to aid relief in Beirut.  

As Christmas draws nearer, and Covid 19 cannot 
stop it, let’s remember those for whom it will be a 
difficult time financially.  If you are able please do 
remember the work of The Peoples Pantry.  As 
well as staple tins 
and dried food 
some festive treats 
would really be  
appreciated.  If you 
are unable to get to 
Market Weighton 
gifts can be left with 
Mike and Freda at 
Rose Villa and we 
will get them to The 
Peoples Pantry.. 

As we all learn to cope 

with the impact of 

Coronavirus, some of 

you may be feeling 

worried and isolated.  If 

you feel a confidential 

chat would help, or are 

seeking more practical 

help, please don’t hesi-

tate to ring Shelagh 

(871612) , Mike or  

Freda (873318),  
 

https://www.movementforgood.com/12days/#nominateACharity
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“Saving Christmas”  by Rodney Nicholson 

At the time of writing we do not know quite what kind of a 

Christmas to expect this year.  Restrictions are likely still 

to be in place, but the prime minister is keen to “save 

Christmas”, which is understandable.  After all the 

troubles caused by coronavirus, he and the government 

want the high streets to be lit up and families to enjoy the  

festivities together.  One could comment that Christmas 

festivity is hollow, compared to the long winter ahead, 

faced by many people.  Struggling families will be hard 

pressed to buy presents and festive food.  Nevertheless, 

we need uplift and hope, so that Christmas in a few weeks’ time offers a welcome 

break and something to look forward to. 

Thinking about it, we don’t save Christmas but Christmas saves us.  It is the 

festival of Christ, who alone offers ultimate hope in the darkness because he 

promises a future beyond death.  That’s why “heaven” features prominently in the 

Christmas carols.  Over 50,000 people in this country have died of covid-19 this 

year.  Never more than now have we needed to hear that Jesus Christ has bridged 

the gap between heaven and earth so that, in the bible’s words, we may have a 

future and a hope, as he makes heaven a reality. 

It may be a different Christmas but it could be one with more hope and more 

meaning than any we have known before.  

 
We are not worried about the Grinch stealing Christmas this year—but some may 
be concerned about the effect Covid 19 restrictions' will have on our celebrations. 
Christmas will be different, there will be those who are anxious, those who are 
grieving and those who are lonely.  We may be prevented from meeting, but we 
can reach out to others by telephone or social media.  Jesus said if we look out for 
others it’s as if we are helping him.  Matthew 25:40.   
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The Tales of two Traditions 

We are not people of fear 

We are people of courage 

We are not people who protect only  

our own safety 

We are not people of greed 

We are people of generosity 

We are your people God 

Wherever we are, whatever it costs 

For as long as it takes, wherever you call us 

The Revd Barbara Glasson, 

On the night 

of  

December 

5/6 in small 

communities 

in Austria 

and many  

regions of 

Germany, a 

man, 

dressed as 

St. Nicholas, 

who resembles a bishop and carries a 

staff, goes from house to house to bring 

small gifts to children.  Accompanying 

him are several ragged looking, devil-

like Krampus, who mildly or not so 

mildly scare the children.   

Although Krampus carries a switch, he 

usually only teases the children with it, 

while St. Nicholas hands out small gifts.  

As early as 1555, St. Nicholas brought 

gifts on December 6, the only 

“Christmas” gift-giving time during the 

Middle Ages, and his companion, 

Krampus, was a more ominous figure.  

Nikolaus and his escorts don’t always 
make a personal appearance.  In some 
places today, children still leave their 
shoes by the window or the doorstep on 
the night of December 5. They awaken 
the next day to discover small gifts and 
goodies stuffed into their shoes, (left by 
St. Nicholas). 

The culmination of Germany's Advent 
and Christmas celebrations, has its own 
traditions.  January 6 is Epiphany.  It is 
the day after 12th Night and a Christian 
feast since 3rd Century A.D., long  
before the "Christmas" holiday was  
created.  Now it's Dreikönigstag, "Three 
Kings Day".  In honour of the "Heilige 
Drei Könige", the Magi: Melchior,  
Caspar and Balthazar, the Three Wise 
Men.  Children dress as kings, sing  
carols and chalk a blessing on the door-
frame.  Money is given to the singers for 
their singing and the "blessing" is 
donated to charities, especially those 
helping disadvantaged children, while 
any sweets and candies are theirs to 
keep. 

A challenge to parents in these  

challenging times.  My children loved 

these traditions when we lived in  

Germany.  Why not have some fun and 

introduce St Nicholas night this year. 

Maybe we could do three kings night 

post Covid 19 in 2022? 



16 

 

 

 

This is the plan, but any or all of these services 

could be subject to cancellation or change at short 

notice.  Always check before setting out, especially 

if driving far. 

Happy New Year 

May you be blessed in 2021 

Date Time Parish Service President Preacher Assistant 

Advent 2 

6 Dec 20 

9.15am Huggate AAW   RN RN   
10.45am Londesborough MP BCP BS BS   

Nunburnholme AAW   RN RN   
Pocklington FS   BB BB   

Shiptonthorpe HC BCP JB JB   

Advent 3 
13 Dec 20 

9.15am Gt Givendale MP BCP BM BM   
10.45am Londesborough HC CW? RN RN   

Pocklington HC CW JB AH AH 
Shiptonthorpe Christingle FB FB   

4.00pm Huggate EP BCP BM BM   

Advent 4 
20 Dec 20 

10.45am Nunburnholme FC CW JB DVR   
Pocklington Special PD PD BB 

Shiptonthorpe Carol Service MB FB   
3.00pm Londesborough HC CW JB JB   
4.00pm Huggate Christingle AH AH   

              

Christmas 
Eve 

12.00-4.00? Pocklington Special       
6.00pm Huggate HC CW JB JB   
7.00pm Nunburnholme HC CW VH VH   
7.30pm Shiptonthorpe HC BCP RN RN   
11.30pm Pocklington HC CW JB JB BB 

                

Christmas Day 
  

  9.15am Millington HC CW JB JB   
  10.45am Pocklington HC CW JB JB BB 

                

Christmas 
1 

27 Dec 20 

9.15am Gt Givendale HC BCP JB JB   
Huggate MP CW AH AH   

Londesborough MP BCP AH AH   10.45am     
Pocklington HC CW JB JB BS 

Shiptonthorpe HC CW RN BM   

Don’t give up on this year.   

Keep fighting for the good.   

Keep showing up   

Keep giving back   

Keep being kind.   

Keep being brave   

Keep caring   

Keep trying new things.. 

Keep showing grace.   

Keep on.   

This world needs you   

To believe in the good   

and in God 


